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Projects and Events

Wetlands Education Center

SWEP receives funding for new programs in TC

In partnership with
the UC Davis Tahoe Envi-
ronmental Research Center
(TERC), SWEP has been
funded by CA water quality
grant, Proposition 40.
SWEP will conduct the out-
reach and education com-
ponent of the renovation
and restoration of the old
UCD Fish Hatchery building
on the corner of Lake For-
est Dr. and Hwy. 28, near
Tahoe City. UCD will begin
a $3M renovation of the site
this spring. Plans include a
complete renovation of the
historic building and resto-
ration of the surrounding
property. A native plant
demonstration garden,
BMP test plots and a self-

guided wetland tours are in
the future of this site.

SWEP will be
working directly with teach-
ers and students on pro-
jects at this site. We are
available for in class pres-
entations, field studies, ser-
vice learning projects and
restoration projects. As
usual, all our activities are
aligned to CA content stan-
dards and encourage
hands on participation and
decision making by youth.

Heather Segale,
UCD TERC outreach coor-
dinator sees this as the
creation of a top notch edu-
cational facility, rivaling
Taylor Creek education
center in South Lake Ta-

Education Matters Safe
Healthy Environment

Where does SWEP fit in?

With the launching
of the Education Matters
working group, SWEP has
been attending these meet-
ings advocating that out-
door education be consid-
ered in the matrix of ‘what’s
happening’ in the TTUSD to
create Safe, Healthy Envi-
ronments at local schools.
SWEP staff and board feel
strongly that creating con-
nections to the natural
world is an extremely im-
portant aspect of creating
safe healthy environments
at schools.

*Place-Based Service Learning

A recent article in
Orion magazine by Lowell
Monke, suggests that
young children should
spend less time with tech-
nology based assignments
and more time on the play
ground and exploring na-
ture, because that is where
children learn to negotiate
relationships, problem solve
and use creativity in play.
Last Child in the Woods, by
Richard Louv, highlights the
effects of more children
seeking entertainment from
technology than from play-
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The power of

imagination makes
us

infinite.

John Muir
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hoe. If you are interested in
being a part of this exciting
endeavor, SWEP is currently
seeking interested teachers,
parents and community part-
ners for this project. We are
also exploring the possibility
of raising Lahontan Cutthroat
trout in the classroom and
providing a growing pond for
the fish at this site. Possibili-
ties abound!

Please join us in
creating this community re-
source!

SWEP’s Mission:

To promote environ-
mental stewardship by
connecting students to

their community and local
environment through
comprehensive water-
shed education and

service-learning.

ing outside. Not only is the inci-
dence of childhood obesity
alarmingly high, but Louv sug-
gests that we are losing a gen-
eration of environmental stew-
ards.

Safe, healthy environ-
ments must include opportuni-
ties for children to be children—
especially through outdoor play.

SWEP is currently de-
veloping a Junior Botanist pro-
gram designed to encourage
children to learn the names of
local flora, get exercise and
hopefully find their connection
with the natural world.

Sierra Nevada Ameri-
corps Partnership

Up and Running
January 2007

Welcome Nicole Deas
as our Americorps
Member!!

As a member of the
Sierra Nevada Alliance
(sierranevadaalliance.org),
SWEP was invited to partici-
pate in the Sierra Nevada
Americorps Partnership
(SNAP). This partnership is
intended to help build the
infrastructure of environ-
mental organizations in the
Sierra. SWEP is partnering
with the TTUSD and has re-
ceived funding from the
Truckee Tahoe Community
Foundation to help pay for the
$6,000 matching funds re-
quired for participation in the
program.

Interviews and mem-
ber site selections were con-
ducted in December. Itis
with pleasure that we an-
nounce Nicole Deas as our
Americorps member. Nicole
graduated from North Tahoe
High School in 2002. She
graduated December 2006
from Humboldt State with a
degree in Interdisciplinary
Studies: Women'’s Studies
with a concentration on envi-
ronmental issues.

Nicole will be based
in Truckee at the Sierra
Mountain Community Center
(Old SMMS). Expect to see
her at TTREC meetings and
projects. Nicole will be work-
ing with SWEP and partners
to implement the Youth Ser-
vice Symposium (May 2007),
a family math and science
night and she will work di-
rectly with Laurie Martin on
TTUSD youth development
programs.

WELCOME NICOLE!
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January 20: 9:30-4pm Project WET
workshop, Tahoe Center for Environ-
mental Sciences, Incline Village

February 12: 3:30-5:30 TTREC meeting:
Civic Engagement; NTMS rm 229

March 12: 3:30-5:30pm TTREC meeting
Partnership Meeting—Bring a friend for
networking and project planning! Truckee

March 28-31: National Service Learning
Conference, Albuquerque, NM

March 31: Cesar Chavez day of service

April 9: TTREC meeting; Spring fling!
NTMS

April 28: Earth Day at the Village at
Squaw Valley

May 4: 10am-1pm Youth Service Sympo-
sium

Place-Based Service Learning
(PBSL) is a teaching method that fo-
cuses on the local community through-
out the learning process. Students
learn to value what is local; the unique
watershed, history, environment, cul-
ture, economy, literature and art of their
place through hands-on community pro-
jects.

A Community Partnership Supporting Service Learning

The 2006-2007 school year
has been great for TTREC atten-
dance. We have seen new faces, new
ideas and a new website! Derek Lar-
son offered his expertise in web build-
ing and design to start up a TTREC
website. Community partners are
listed with a description of what they
have to offer to educators and youth in
our community. Right now, the site is
mostly a shell, however, we hope to
add pictures of events and projects as
well as provide information on upcom-
ing TTREC meetings and projects,
such as the Youth Service Sympo-
sium. Check it out at www.ttrec.net.

Last year, TTREC partners
organized to host the Youth Global
Climate Change Symposium and this
year we will do it again—the proposed
theme is Healthy People, Healthy
Communities, Healthy Planet. This
event is an opportunity for students to
showcase their research and service
learning projects and to present them
to their peers and adults. SWEP has

Truckee Tahoe Regional Education Coalition
Healthy People, Healthy Communities, Healthy Planet

received funding from Region 3 ser-
vice learning funds to help coordinate
the logistics of the event as well as to
work with teachers and community
partners on youth projects to present
at the event.

Teachers and community
partners interested in learning more
about the symposium and how to get
involved can contact either Jan or
Christine (contact info. below). The
symposium is primarily geared for
middle and high school students,
however if you are working with ele-
mentary students, SWEP is preparing
for, at minimum, one watershed fair
for the younger grades. We are plan-
ning this in conjunction with our Wet-
lands Education program which we
will begin implementing over the next
year (see front for details).

Partnership Highlight:

Coordinator

Ms. Segale is the education
and outreach coordinator for the Uni-
versity of California, Davis (UC Davis)
Tahoe Environmental Research Center
(TERC). The Tahoe Environmental
Research Center (TERC) is dedicated
to research, education and public out-
reach on lakes and their surrounding
watersheds and airsheds. Lake eco-
systems include the physical, biogeo-
chemical and human environments,
and the interactions among them. The
Center is committed to providing objec-
tive scientific information for restoration
and sustainable use of the Lake Tahoe
Basin.

Ms. Segale received her Mas-
ters of Science in Natural Resources
and Environmental Sciences from the
University of Nevada, Reno (UNR) and
has been working in the field of envi-
ronmental education and outreach
since 2001. Heather Segale is a 10-
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TAHOE ENVIRONMENTAL
I RESEARCH CENTER
year resident of Tahoma, California.

The Tahoe Center for Environ-
mental Sciences, recently opened in In-
cline Village is Heather’s current priority.
The Center is an international leader in
science and teaching on the preservation
of lakes and their watersheds. Educa-
tional tours are currently being scheduled
for classrooms and private groups.
Trained volunteers docents are on call to
lead these tours.

SWEP is working closely with
Heather on several projects, including
scheduling tours at the new Center and
creating a Wetlands Education program at
the UCD Lake Forest site (see pg. 1).
Additionally, Heather is a SWEP board
member. Thank you Heather for all that
you do for education in our region!

For more information about the Tahoe
Center for Environmental Sciences, con-
tact Heather at 775-881-7562.

Sierra Watershed

Education Partnerships

SWEP

Christine McMorrow
Executive Director
Phone/fax: 530-525-9457
Mobile: 530-305-1803
christine@4swep.org

Jan Ellis
Project Director
Mobile: 530-412-2585
jan@4swep.org

Gratefully funded by: State of Cali-
fornia, CalServe program; State of
California, Propositions 13 & 40;
Truckee-Tahoe Community Foun-
dation; Nevada County Forest Re-
serve; State Farm Service
Learning Initiative; Teichert
Foundation

*Place-Based Service Learning




